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SAFE IN SENEGAL-- Two 1991 University of Dayton graduates were among several hundred Americans
evacuated from the West African nation of Sierra Leone in the wake of a military coup this week. Mary
Harvan and John George were evacuated to Dakar, Senegal, where they await their chance to return to their
work with the Association for Rural Development. The two volunteers are scheduled to work through July.
They're safe and eager to get back to work, according to friends and relatives in the U.S. Another group of
five UD students, scheduled to leave for Sierra Leone this week, will have to wait until a travel advisory is
lifted before they can spend a month working with the association. They hope to go in July.
Three of the students are considering year-long commitments in Sierra Leone, said Ann Hudock, a
UD graduate student who spent a year in Sierra Leone. Hudock said their resolve to help the country isn' t
shaken by the events. "I'm sure it's very temporary," Hudock said of the unrest.
Harvan and George can be reached at the Diarama Hotel, 011-221-231-005 room 3319; or contact Ann
Hudock at (513) 229-4122 or (513) 228-2305.
LOOTING IS WHERE THE ACTION IS -- For some Los Angeles residents, looting was the product of

long-simmering anger, says Dan Miller, an expen in collective behavior and an associate professor of
sociology and anthropology at the University of Dayton. "But a lot of people were looting because it's fun,
it's where the action was," he says. The L.A. riot was normal in that it took three to four days to subside;
says Miller. "Riots usually peak in three to four days and then they stop, sometimes because social control
elements have been mobilized and sometimes because of sheer exhaustion. I think in this case it was both,"
Miller said.
Contact Dan Miller at (513) 229-2430 or (513) 296-0905.
ANGUISH IN L.A. -- With the fues out in Los Angeles, it's time for teachers to deal with the
psychological aftermath of the riots, says Carole Roberts, a University of Dayton health education professor
who conducts workshops for schools in handling children's grief.
"I have a lot of empathy for the teachers who have to put together the pieces for these children. It's
a loss for children-- a loss of self-esteem, loss of home, loss of security. And when you know your skin
color or the slant of your eyes automatically makes you a second-class citizen, that's alienation."
Roberts believes the riots may have been sparked by the King verdict, but the racism and anger in
the community also created "a blister ready to explode." Roberts was riding a shuttle bus to the airport in
L.A. three weeks ago when her white driver, a veteran of the Korean War, volunteered his opinion of the
Koreans who have settled in L.A. "I just didn't kill enough of 'em," he told her.
Contact Carole Roberts at (513) 229-4210.
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